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C.difficile flowchart 
• For patients admitted with diarrhea• 
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Admission: All patients being 
admitted from other facilities with 
diarrhea, and other patients 
developing diarrhea within the first 48 
hours after admission, will be placed in 
contact precautions. A stool specimen 
will be taken and send to the lab for 
C.difficile testing. 

 

Positive versus negative: Patients with 
a positive C.difficile lab result will be 
monitored daily until diarrhea clears and 
the WBC count and body temperature 
return to normal. Contact isolation will 
be discontinued 24 hours after cessation 
of diarrhea or after 3 stool samplesfrom 3 
different days are tested for C.difficle and 
are all found to be negative.  

 

Patient Discharge: Upon patient 
discharge, the room is cleaned with a 
1:10 dilution of bleach solution. 
Stretchers, wheelchairs, and other 
items that are removed from the 
room, should also be cleaned with the 
1:10 bleach solution. Allow the bleach 
solution to sit for 10 minutes and 
then rinsed, and dried. 

 

Hygiene after Patient Discharge: Blood 
pressure cuffs and stethoscopes must be 
assigned to patients and must be discarded 
when the patient is discharged. Healthcare 
workers will wear a gown and gloves to enter 
the room and remove the gown and gloves 
before exiting the room. Be careful not to 
touch clothing or hands by touching the 
surfaces in the room. Immediately upon 
exiting the room, wash your hands with soap 
and water. Alcohol gel is not acceptable hand 
hygiene after caring for a patient who is 
positive for C. difficile 

Patient has diarrhea. 
Diarrhea is defined as 
≥ 1 watery stool in 24 

hours or ≥ 3 loose 
stools in 24 hours. 
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